
Working with Templates
Templates are special pages that can have one or more printable areas, they can be used for lots of different workflows and you can use one or more templates with a queue.
Some of the uses for templates

· Setting up a custom board size, where you can select the size of the print area and its exact position inside the print area of the bed

· Setting up multiple boards on the area of the print bed so you can print multiple different (or the same) shirts at the same time
· Automatic duplication for print the same image on a number of golf balls or hat at the same time.
Using templates, jobs as they arrive can be automatically scaled, rotated and positioned within the print areas of the template.

Some templates may be provided with the driver, but you can edit and create new templates within the software.

To use templates, you must first make sure you have your Queue properties - Media setup configured for Templates.
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Creating New Templates

To add a new template you can either select Add New Media from the Template list in the Media setup
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Or from the main window in the smart menu area (with no job selected) you can select Add New Media from the Template Media options drop down selection.
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You will then see the Template Nesting Properties


[image: image4.emf]
Every template must have a unique name (such as Standard board,  4up small or 4xpockets)

Then you must select your total page size, you can either select from an existing fixed page size or enter your own dimensions using the custom option.  There should be a page size that corresponds to the total bed size and its generally safest to use this.

The next step is to define your slots, slots are your print areas within your total template size, jobs are printed in the slots and areas outside of the slots are none printable areas.

You can think of the slots as individual print areas or your different boards and the arrangement of the slots is setting up your own boards and positions.  

Each slot has a number from 1..9, each slot with a unique number is for a separate jobs, slots that share the same slot number will print the same job.
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In this example we have 4 unique slots (slot numbers 1 to 4), each print area is 7.5x13”, we can print 4 different shirts using this template.  

Each job will be added without rotation but scaled only if larger and positioned in the centre of the slot.

Once a job is added it can be scaled manually in the VPM view and also positioned.

Each slot can be added by entering its position and size, but you can also duplicate a slot down vertically or across horizontally by selecting a slot and clicking on the Copy select slot Icons that appear just above the list of slots.

In the Layout Manager you can choose how jobs are added to the templates.
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By default the “Show import template job” dialog is enabled, which means as each job is added to a dialog will display that allows you to select which template and slot are used.  If this is disabled then the Express method is used.
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Express will import the job into the next available slot, using the currently selected template in the queue.

Select will allow you to select which template and slot you want to add this job to.
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Cancel will cancel and the job will not be added.

Once jobs are added you can change their position and resize them as normal, you can even drag and drop jobs between slots if required. The VPM view gives you the display of each slots and multiple boards awaiting printing.
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Use the control key while dragging between slots and you can make duplicates of the job into other slots.
You can setup lots of small slots all the same size and same number for printing golf balls.
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Slots can also be setup with different sizes (even if they share the same slot number).

So you could print the same image for a t-shirt and a hat at the same time and by only adding the job once.

Printing to templates slots

You can send jobs to templates using the plugins in PhotoShop, Illustrator and Corel in the same way as you send to any other page.  You can then choose to have the jobs added automatically to the next available slot or force a dialog and let you select the template and slot.

Templates hot folder

Templates come with their own hot folder support and this provides and automated way of using templates.

This is ideal for users who want to setup work flows with minimum or no interaction.

It can be used with Internet front ends, in which customers could upload files via the Internet and these are then placed in the correct hot folder for printing to the correct template and slow or with additional front end software to avoid actual interaction.

When you setup template hot folders (in the Queue – properties – Hot folder tab) you will select a location and a folder for each template is created and in each of these folders and folder for each slot is created.

Select the template you want to use from the drop list.


Select the slot you want to use by using either drop down list on clicking on a slot.
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